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A language is a vocal and non-
vocal means whereby people of the same 
speech community are able to 
communicate ideas, feelings, concepts etc. 
between one person and another. It is a 
natural gift to human beings to enable 
them communicate a wide range of issues 
concerning them. Block and Tragger 
(1945, P.5) define language as “a system of 
arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which 
a group operates”. Essien (2003, P.23) sees 
language as “a system of rules in which 
sound structures and meaning are 
integrated for communication. All these  
definitions point to one fact, namely that 
language is a means of communication. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The human language is an intrinsic 
endowment which enables man to express 
varied views and also understand the world 
around him, his history, culture, politics, 
socials, his education etc. Language has 
played significant roles without it, the 
human world would come to a stand still. 
Without it, no socio-economic, political, 
cultural, religion and educational activities 
would have been carried out. In the field of 
education, it is not imaginable how to 
impart knowledge, skills, techniques of 
production of goods and services from one 
person to another without a language. 
Uguru (2007, P.103) says: 
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Abstract 
This paper was on language education and literary arts as tools for 
government policy implementation. The paper examined language and 
literature as tools of communication. The two embodied the culture, 
tradition of the society. It noted that proper language education and 
literary arts education is not only important but desirable if government 
policies must be disseminated to all the people. It is observed that the 
millennium development goals (MDGs) have not yet been fully 
achieved due to factors such as poor leadership, corruption, diversion of 
funds, poor language and literary arts education which could have 
informed the people about government programmes. It urges the 
authorities to be vision focused so that the envisaged millennium 
development goals could be achieved for sustainability. 
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We have argued that enhancing the 
study of indigenous Nigerian languages 
and following a carefully-planned 
approach to the study of the English 
language will help us to develop our 
indigenous technology, enhance the 
transfer of western technology and yield 
rapid national development. 

 
From Uguru’s position, it could be 

seen that language - indigenous or foreign 
and its education are catalysts for the 
realization of the millennium development 
goals. Given the importance of language in 
the achievement of millennium 
development goals, proper language 
education to the citizen is not only desirous 
but sin qua non. Again Uguru says: 

Our view is that language foreign 
or indigenous should be taught in such a 
way that the technology of the native 
speakers (which is already embedded in 
the language) is imparted to language 
learners. This is a good way of ensuring 
rapid and easily attained national 
development. 
 

Our urge to achieve millennium 
development goals could only be achieved 
when all the citizens have access to a kind 
of language orientation which put them in 
line with policies and aspirations in the 
society. One of the avenues through which 
a proper language education of the 
citizenry could be achieved for effective 
participation in attainment and 
sustainability of the millennium 
development goals is through the literary 
arts. 

 It is also important to stress here 
that literary arts should be given its right of 
place in our educational system even in our 
march towards achieving and sustaining 
the much envisaged millennium 
development goals. 
 Literary arts in whatever genres it 
finds itself – prose, drama and poetry is an 
artistic composition aims at expressing 
views about life in our society. By 
expressing life, it can educates, entertains, 
or informs the populace. Literature which 
could be oral or written aims at reflecting 
to us the happenings in human society. It is 
a body of knowledge which needs be 
imbibed for the betterment of the human 
society. It can be used to shape and mould 
people’s attitude in our society. Nkaanem 
(2003, p.80) has it that: 
 

Literature is no doubt one of the 
greatest achievements of human 
thinking or knowledge, which assumes 
in a society, a very powerful role in 
making and shaping the society, which 
produces it. As a form of knowledge, it 
has proved to be a decisive factor in the 
relationship between man and his 
society. 

 
Literature concerns man in his 

society. It serves as the eyes of the society 
by throwing its spectrum around the 
human society and then informing man 
about the good or the bad that are going on 
or the success and the failure that are there. 
It thus appreciates and praises man for well 
doing but scolds man for his avoidable 
failure in addressing problem of the 
society. This way, literary arts acts as a 
watch dog of the society. 
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 Literature is a reservoir and a 
custodian of the human society. It 
embodies the value systems of the society. 
It takes care of the operating philosophy of 
the society, its history, ethics, culture etc 
and even seems to sit to judge the conducts 
of the human affairs in the society. It is this 
position of the literary arts that made 
Echeruo to describe a literary artist as an 
“unacknowledged legislator of the world”. 
Since the cultural values of the society are 
contained in the literary arts of the society, 
the literary arts education is very important 
as it is the best avenue to impart the 
cultural practices to the younger 
generation. This way, the younger 
generation will come to know and uphold 
what their society stands for. Ernest 
Emenyonu says that: 

Ever since the beginning of time, African 
literature has had a utilitarian value but it 
has not been so to the exclusion of 
entertainment. Africans have used oral 
performances to perpetuate their culture, 
educate their young and amuse themselves. 
African proverbs, sayings, songs, riddles, 
and folktales… have helped to introduce 
young people to the customs of the land, 
the beliefs and prohibitions of the 
ancestors, the values, ideas, ideals of the 
immediate environment and all other things 
which designate the Africa world view. 

 
Language and literary arts 

education is crucial if the national goals 
and objectives have to be realized. The 
youths of this nation need proper 
orientations on policies and objectives that 
must be for the betterment of the society so 
as to solicit not only so that they co-
operate but so that they contribute towards 

such realization in whatever way they are 
called upon to do so. Emenyonu maintains 
that… “literature has a leading role to play 
in this moral and conceptual re-orientation 
of youths”. Also Achebe (1987, p.13) says: 
 

…I think the teaching of literature 
should go on and even increase because 
I think it is important. When we talk 
about the confusion in our culture, 
about no morals and so on, where do we 
get these things in the modern world if 
not from literature? I mean, we don’t 
have the social institutions that we had 
in the past in which the values of the 
community were transmitted. How do 
we transmit a national culture to 
Nigerians if not through works of 
imagination? This is something that our 
people have not paid attention to. We 
are talking about modernization, 
industrialization, and so on, but we do 
not realize that we cannot even 
industrialize unless we have tackled the 
mind, the imagination, and thus the 
attitude of people to themselves, their 
society, to work, and so on. How do you 
do these things if you cannot get to their 
minds, to their imagination? So 
literature is not a luxury for us. It is a 
life and death affair because we are 
fashioning a new man. The Nigerian is 
a new man. How do we get to his mind? 
Is it by preaching to him once in a 
while-by the leaders? No, I think it is 
something solid and permanent that we 
must put into his consciousness. That is 
what he reads, what he believes, and 
what he loves. We must dramatize his 
predicament so that he can see the 
choices and choose right. 
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Language and Literary Arts Education 
and the Extent of Achievement of 
Millennium Development Goals for 
Sustainability 
 Prior to the turn of the present 
millennium, governments the world over 
have ear-marked lofty programmes and 
objectives which if achieved would better 
the lots of humanity. Nigeria too in context 
of the global vision did also ear-marked 
programmes geared towards the welfare of 
all and sundry. The seven-point Agenda of 
the former President of Nigeria late Alhaji 
Umaru Musa Y’Adua was fashioned out of 
the global millennium vision. In particular, 
that administration had within the context 
of the seven- points Agenda fashioned 
some policy thrusts of the administration 
tagged vision 20-20-20 which was geared 
toward placing Nigerian society among the 
20 well developed economies in the world 
by the year 2020. Such millennium 
development goals in the Nigerian context 
among others include: (a)  Health 
care delivery for all by the year 2000. (b) 
Education for all by the year 2000. (c) 
Food security for all by the year 2000. (d) 
Job opportunities for all by the year 2000. 
(e) Advancement in technology by the 
2000. (f) Computer literacy for all by the 
year 2000 etc. The question raging the 
mind of the people is: Have these 
millennium development goals been 
achieved? To what extent have the 
millennium development goals been 
achieved? 
 A closer look into the achievement 
profile of government reveals that majority 
of the millennium development goals are 
far from being achieved. A lot of factors 

are partly responsible for this failure: poor 
leadership, corruption, lack of will power, 
crises/violence in the society in recent 
times etc. Leadership problem is like an 
umbrella beneath it lie other factors which 
collectively form a cork in the wheel of 
progress of the millennium development 
goals. Our leaders are so corrupt that the 
money that should have gone to provide 
development projects are diverted into 
private use leaving the economy in a state 
of decay. Provision of electricity, road net 
work and other structures which are 
catalysts of development are not there. 
This situation leads to the refusal of 
serious foreign firms from establishing 
businesses in Nigeria. 
 The violent eruptions in some 
quarters in our society in recent time and 
the failure of our leaders to face the 
uprising squarely have contributed to the 
non achievement of millennium 
development set up by our leaders. The 
Niger Delta, the Oguni Youths issue, 
MASSOB, Boko Haran sect are all issues 
begging for solution and the authorities are 
paying lip service. With these, no 
meaningful development could be 
achieved especially in the troubled sports. 
 In area of education, very little has 
been achieved. Apart from a few states like 
Akwa Ibom State where the government 
has declared free and compulsory 
education for its citizens, in others, 
education of the citizens is still a teething 
problem. Even in the few states where 
education is said to be given attention, 
what is on ground is still below 
expectation. In many schools, there are not 
enough structures and facilities, no text 
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books and libraries. Payment of teacher’s 
salaries is still a thug of war, a situation 
often leading to strikes that disrupt 
academic programmes. Even where 
education is free, it starts from primary and 
ends in secondary levels of education. The 
tertiary level is not affected. Yet this is the 
level of education where on graduation, the 
graduates should be fully enlightened on 
his role in the development of his society. 
 The state of language and literary 
education in our society is low. Sometimes 
our leaders and policy makers need be 
drawn to areas where government presence 
is needed most. In our society literary arts 
education is not given its pride as a means 
of information. The adoption of English 
studies in our education system instead of 
separate English class and a separate 
literature class has further worsen the study 
of literature in our society. By so doing, 
literature as an effective means of 
information is relegated to the cooler. This 
situation is not healthy. Achebe (1878, p.7) 
sees a literary artist as having a serious role 
to play in his society: 

…I think we might be neglecting our 
proper function if we take anything for 
granted instead of thinking what exactly 
is our society, what are its needs, what 
can I do, what can I contribute… I think 
we have a very important function… I 
saw my role, this is only one of the roles 
of a writer, as a teacher. 

 
Achebe sees a literary artist as a 

teacher. As a teacher, a literary artist has 
the duty of educating the people especially 
our leaders where they have fared well and 
where they have not fared. On such 

fundamental role of providing 
development in the society, where 
literature is not taught in school, it is 
impossible to reap the benefits that it 
provides.  
 The culture, traditions of the 
people are embedded and carried in their 
language and literatures serves as a 
reservoir of this tradition, it is then needful 
to give language and literary arts education 
their right of place. Some restiveness of the 
youths in recent times is partly connected 
to the negligence of language and literary 
education in our society, which could have 
told our youths that we are peace loving 
people who need to even sustain the little 
that the government has been able to put in 
place for us. That violent destructions of 
our developmental projects are not to our 
best common interest as a people. 

There cannot be development 
without proper language education. People 
need be sensitized in the developmental 
projects in the society. This is so that it can 
attract contribution from the people 
towards the development project. But 
where people are not aware, they are not 
likely to be useful where such usefulness is 
needed most. 
 On health related issues, not much 
is done but much is still needed to be done. 
One of the millennium development goals 
was the attainment of qualitative health 
services to our people. In this line, a few 
health care structures are provided. But the 
functionality and accessibility are still a 
mirage. Some of these facilities are miles 
away from the people’s places, even roads 
to the place are troublesome. In some 
health facilities, equipments are either 
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obsolete or not in existence, making 
working there to be a problem. 
 Sometimes, the people are not 
properly informed about existing health 
facilities, making them to wobble in 
ignorance and dyeing of both preventable 
and curable sicknesses. A good language 
education to the people is desirable 
especially in area like curbing the deadly 
HIV/AIDS in our society. The literary arts 
could come in to help here. Dramatizing 
HIV/AIDS related issues help especially 
the youths to practice restraint in matters 
of illicit sex behaviours. 
 
Conclusion    

This paper focuses on language 
education and literary arts as tools for 
government policy implementation. It sees 
language and literary education as very 
crucial area of concerns in our educational 
system that must be given its right of 
place. This is because for effective 
development projects to be embarked 
upon, all citizens must be carried along. 
There is no better way of doing this than 
effective language and literary arts 
education. This is so because language and 
literature of any society are essential 
custodian of the custom, tradition, beliefs 
of the society. Again apart from acting as 
agent of information dissemination, it 
serves as a good avenue for moral code of 
the society. The paper notes that most of 
the millennium development goals have 
not been achieved owing to a number of 
factors some of which include poor 
leadership profile of the society, 
corruption, state of insecurity of the 
society, over dependence on the west for 

industrialization, poor economic status of 
our society among other factors. A lot still 
have to be done if we must achieve 
millennium development goals and be 
rated among the 20th most developed 
economies in the world. Such measures 
include sanitizing our society on the evils 
of corruption, intensifying our drive 
towards language education and literary 
arts so as to inform the populace and 
integrate them into government 
programmes and objectives. Leaders 
should be focused by implementing the set 
objectives and the policy trust of the 
government. 
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